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Coding/billing advice

Are you using the revised ABN? April, p. 5.

Carefully review CMS’ national coverage analysis on PET 

scans. July, p. 8.

Charge compression basics. Feb., p. 1.

Coders beware: Is that screening colonoscopy really a 

screening? Oct., p. 10.

Coding and billing for hospital supplies. March, p. 10.

Concepts review: Sort out packaged versus bundled services. 

Sept., p. 11.

Control charge compression. March, p. 4.

Eliminate missed charges, errors to reduce lost revenue. 

Dec., p. 1.

Ensure medical necessity to curb outpatient revenue loss. 

Aug., p. 6.

Go electronic to improve compliant charge capture.  

June, p. 1.

Inpatient ancillary services: Are your costs covered? July, p. 1. 

Look to CMS, AHIMA for E/M leveling guidance. Aug., p. 9.

Overcome critical care operational challenges in the ED. 

May, p. 4.

Set the bar with outpatient coding productivity standards. 

July, p. 5.

Solve the twin problems of ED revenue loss and compli-

ance risk. May, p. 1.

Two years later, MUEs still a puzzle. Oct., p. 5.

CPT/HCPCS codes

2009 HCPCS update corrects definitions of non-selective 

angiography codes. Feb., p. 10.

CMS issues annual HCPCS Level II update for 2009.  

Jan., p. 4.

Correct supply billing and charging reduces lost revenue. 

Nov., p. 4.

CPT: The back of the book and beyond. Feb., p. 8.

Few changes to date in HCPCS quarterly update. April, p. 4.

New year brings more than 500 CPT changes (part 1).  

Jan., p. 5.

Auditing

Hearings due February on RAC permanent program  

delay. Feb., p. 7.

The RAC program is ready to go. April, p. 11.

CMS

2009 OPPS status indicator update. May, p. 5.

CMS ‘clarification’ further muddies the waters on lab  

order signatures. Dec., p. 11.

CMS clarifies outpatient ‘observation services.’ Aug., p. 11.

CMS issues preliminary imaging efficiency measures.  

Jan., p. 3.

CMS opens the door to outpatient HACs. Feb., p. 11.

CMS proposes changes to physician supervision require-

ments. Sept., p. 3.

CMS proposes no coverage for virtual colonoscopy screen-

ing. June, p. 10.

CMS releases 2009 OPPS final rule; trends continue. Jan., p. 1.

CMS requires surety bonds for some DME suppliers.  

March, p. 11.

CMS reviews negative pressure wound therapy devices. 

April, p. 6.

Comment on the 2010 OPPS proposed rule. Sept., p. 7.

OPPS 2010 proposed rule: Earliest release brings fewer sub-

stantial policy changes. Sept., p. 1.

Report ZIP codes of outpatient service locations. May, p. 12.

Revised coverage for bariatric surgery for diabetes. Jan., p. 10.

Separately payable drugs: New calculation doesn’t equal in-

creased payment. Sept., p. 5.

Strong documentation puts OSA coverage trouble to sleep. 

June, p. 4.

Briefings on APCs 2009 index
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Modifier -59: Reduce risk and receive appropriate reim-

bursement. Oct., p. 7.

Modifier clinic: -21, -52, -53, -58, -73, and -74.  

April, p. 8.

Three new modifiers added for outpatient never events. 

Aug., p. 5. 

Physician supervision

Conform to new CMS physician supervision requirements. 

May, p. 7.

Hospital outpatient departments need to know who is su-

pervising. Nov., p. 1.

Physician supervision requirements not limited to therapeu-

tic services. Oct., p. 1.

Physician supervision update. July, p. 10.

Watch for changing physician supervision requirements. 

April, p. 1.

Q&A 

Q&A: Assigning IV injection codes without stop times.  

May, p. 9.

Q&A: Billing supplies associated with procedures.  

May, p. 11.

Q&A: Colonoscopy coding. June, p. 12

Q&A: Determining the proper use of modifier -59.  

Nov., p. 10. n

New year brings more than 500 CPT changes (part 2). 

Feb., p. 5.

Hospital Open Door Forum

Hospital Open Door Forum. March, p. 6.

Hospital Open Door Forum. July, p. 11.

Hospital Open Door Forum. Sept., p. 8.

Open Door Forum. Jan., p. 8.

Open Door Forum addresses observation time and active 

monitoring. Dec., p. 10.

I/OCE updates

CCI edits in the I/OCE. June, p. 9.

CMS releases April I/OCE update. June, p. 6.

I/OCE quarterly update: CMS addresses condition code 44, 

radiopharmaceutical billing. Nov., p. 8.

January I/OCE update. March, p. 8.

ICD coding

Examine codes for complex OB/GYN procedures. Dec., p. 4.

Mark your calendar—ICD-10 effective October 1, 2013. 

March, p. 1.

New ICD-9-CM codes increase specificity. Aug., p. 1.

Modifiers

Master modifiers to ensure accurate reimbursement. Dec., p. 8.

2009 index < continued from p. 11
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