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Coding and billing

2010 IPPS final rule: CMS delays documentation and 

coding adjustment, reduces payment for common 

MS-DRGs. Sept., p. 1.

2010 IPPS proposed rule brings historic payment lows, 

few coding changes. June, p. 1.

California’s hospital quality-data reporting success. 

May, p. 4.

Callers comment on HACs during special CMS session. 

Feb., p. 4.

Championing the compliance cause. April, p. 6.

CMS offers RAC details despite temporary program halt. 

Jan., p. 6.

Coders need specific details before coding anemia 

secondary to chemotherapy. Sept., p. 8.

The coder’s new role in the revenue cycle. March, p. 8.

Complications of surgery, uncertain diagnoses, and more 

highlight important updates for coders. Nov., p. 8.

Determine effect of MS-DRG changes in 2010 IPPS final 

rule. Nov., p. 4.

Dissect documentation for psychiatric inpatients. Aug., p. 6.

Don’t leave money on the table: Report eligible procedures 

under OPPS. Feb., p. 1.

Expect CMS outreach in preparation for Medicaid audits. 

Sept., p. 5.

Guidelines for reporting CRT-D pacemaker implantation. 

Jan., p. 4.

How do your facility’s productivity standards stack up? 

July, p. 9.

ICD-10 at long last: Prepare for implementation by 2013. 

March, p. 1.

Identify and audit top Medicaid Integrity Contractor 

targets. Dec., p. 8.

Improve documentation with strong CDI specialist, 

program. Aug., p. 4.

Is your hospital owed money for PACTs? July, p. 6.

Know how code assignment affects data quality and risk 

adjustment. Oct., p. 5.

NCDs clarify how to identify and report never events. 

Sept., p. 3.

New E codes require detailed documentation. Dec., p. 1.

New guidance for coding BMI and pressure ulcers. 

March, p. 6.

OIG 2009 Work Plan: Still time to prepare. May, p. 1. 

OIG focuses on hot-button issues in 2010 Work Plan. 

Dec., p. 4.

Pay attention to the details to avoid upcoding. 

Oct., p. 7.

Perspectives on chronic left ventricular heart failure. 

June, p. 6.

Prepare for ICD-10 with anatomy/physiology education. 

Nov., p. 1.

The RAC rollout could mean new dealings with SNFs. 

April, p. 5.

Take another look at observation. Feb., p. 8.

Uncover this helpful GEM to assist with ICD-10 transition. 

July, p. 1.

Understand how never events, HACs differ. April, p. 1.

Understand inpatient wound care coding for RAC audits. 

May, p. 6.

Update: Know the changes for coding anemia due to 

chemotherapy. Oct., p. 10.

Update physician query policy in light of new AHIMA 

practice brief. Jan., p. 1.

Update your ICD-9 knowledge. Nov., p. 5.

Use productivity benchmarks to set coding standards. 

Oct., p. 1.

What would you do? Know your ethical obligations. 

Aug., p. 1.
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Case studies

Coding case study: Test your know-how. May, p. 9.

Roller-coaster fall results in complex injuries. Oct., p. 3.

Summer sun: How would you code this case? June, p. 9.

Clinically speaking

2010 ICD-9-CM updates: Dealing with some of the 

code changes. Oct., p. 11.

Accurately document hemorrhage severity. Jan., p. 10.

Coding advice about a couple colonitises. May, p. 10.

Decode the language of physicians. Sept., p. 10.

Demand a code for demand myocardial infarction. 

July, p. 10.

Falls, spills, and other uncodable events. Feb., p. 10.

‘Injury’ hurts data integrity streams. March, p. 11.

Know the adverse effects of atrial fibrillation. 

Aug., p. 11.

Revisit these common coding issues. Nov., p. 11.

Sequence properly for appropriate DRG assignment. 

June, p. 10.

Straight talk about uncontrolled diabetes. April, p. 11.

Think twice about querying physicians for clarification. 

Dec., p. 10.

CMS Hospital Open Door Forum update

CMS discusses how to bill for cancelled procedures. 

March, p. 10.

CMS discusses RACs, ICD-10, and wage indexes. 

June, p. 4.

CMS discusses RACs, MACs, and AHRQ measures. 

April, p. 9.

CMS discusses wage indexes and Section 1011 program. 

Jan., p. 12.

Open Door Forum addresses nursing charges, principal 

diagnosis. Nov., p. 7.

The quick list

Condition code 44. June, p. 8.

Eight recovery audit contractor refreshers. July, p. 4.

Eight sepsis coding tips. May, p. 8.

Eight tips to better understand CMS’ GEMs. Aug.,  

p. 9.

Seven ICD-10 myths debunked. March, p. 5.

Ten ways to improve physician queries. Feb., p. 7. n
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