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BOH 2009 index
Breach notification requirements

Breach notification: Immediate steps for providers. Oct., p. 3.

Develop effective strategies for your breach notification 

response program. Dec., p. 1. 

HHS unveils online breach notification forms; experts 

say they’re ‘straightforward,’ user-friendly. Dec., p. 4.

HIPAA harm threshold: Covered entities off the hook for 

some breaches. Nov., p. 8.

Respond quickly to inappropriate disclosure allegations. 

Aug., p. 5.

Business associates

BA agreements: Prevent problems and eliminate loop-

holes. Jan., p. 5.

Exercise due diligence; find the right vendor. Dec., p. 10.

Interim final rule: Significant challenges for BAs, covered 

entities. Oct., p. 1. 

New contract requirements raise questions. Nov., p. 6.

Case study

Create a culture of compliance: ’HIPAA guy’ personalizes 

education and eliminates problems from the start  

at Hawaii facility. Aug., p. 9.

The long road to justice after a privacy breach. Aug., p. 4.

Minnesota health system trains staff members and tracks 

participation success via an online system. Sept., p. 9.

Rhode Island health information exchange blazes  

consumer-driven path. Aug., p. 1.

EHRs

EHRs, incentives on the horizon. Oct., p. 9.

PHRs: New consumer-driven trend can lead to better 

care, but also privacy challenges. Feb., p. 1.

HITECH Act

Enforcement reaches new level: HITECH Act features 

stiffer Penalties for privacy breaches. April, p. 1.

HHS proposed guidance offers framework for securing 

PHI. July, p. 3. > continued on p. 12

HITECH: Clarification on increased penalties. May, p. 7.

HITECH Act: Guidance, deadlines on the horizon. May, p. 4.

The meaning of meaningful use and its future. Sept., p. 1.

New BA requirements call for new contract language. 

Oct., p. 4.

Providers not ready for HITECH compliance. Nov., p. 10.

Revisit your sanctions policy with HITECH Act in mind. 

Sept., p. 4.

Understand the changes to BA agreements. May, p. 1.

Medical identity theft

FTC moves Red Flags Rule compliance deadline to  

August 1. July, p. 12.

PCI DSS FAQs. March, p. 11.

Protect your organization’s wallet: Comply with PCI DSS. 

March, p. 9.

Miscellaneous

2009 HIPAA forecast: Partly cloudy with enforcement 

likely and a chance of legislation. Jan., p. 1.

Do it yourself: Risk assessments can be an in-house  

project. June, p. 5.

Mark these important dates on your HIPAA calendar. 

April, p. 6.

Plan for the future and trust that your revamped policies 

are sound. June, p. 1.

Risk and reward: Assess vulnerabilities now; avoid 

breaches later. June, p. 3.

Privacy

AAHC: Privacy rule an obstacle course for biomedical  

research; HIPAA must be revisited. June, p. 10.

California steps up efforts to protect PHI; other states 

may follow. March, p. 1.

Experts: Hospitals not the place for personal e-mail,  

social networking sites. Nov., p. 1.

Hospitals may put patients in control of record sharing. 

July, p. 1.
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Inside the new California privacy laws. March, p. 3.

Major privacy breaches: How to respond to their unique 

challenges with notifying patients, government. July, p. 7.

Protect your patients and avoid an audit. Jan., p. 3.

Product watch

Product watch: Computer manufacturer fails to meet  

replacement hardware standards. Aug., p. 7.

Product watch: Consider NetMRI to help ensure remote 

access security. May, p. 10.

Product watch: Dell responds with positive changes to 

support practices. Nov., p. 11.

Product watch: DeviceLock protects against data theft. 

March, p. 7.

Product watch: INFOSweep service helps ensure PHI  

destruction on copiers. Sept., p. 8.

Product watch: Redemtec offers solid asset management. 

Jan., p. 7.

Q&As

HIPAA Q&A: Health plans, remote workers, and more. 

Oct., p. 7.

HIPAA Q&A: NPPs, BA contracts, Red Flags Rule, and 

more. Dec., p. 8.

Q&A: Breach notification, summer help, HIPAA compli-

ance. Aug., p. 8.

Q&A: Business associate agreements, social networking 

sites, donor information. Nov., p. 4.

Q&A: Children in office, cell phone use, and more. Jan., p. 9.

Q&A: Deceased patients’ PHI, secure text messaging, and 

more. Feb., p. 4.

Q&A: E-mail communication, home computer use, busi-

ness associates, and more. May, p. 8.

Q&A: Hospice communication, home computer use, out-

going mail, and more. July, p. 6.

Q&A: Hospice staff, remote paperwork, and more.  

June, p. 8.

Q&A: Patient answering machines, e-mail communica-

tions, and more. March, p. 5.

Q&A: Radiology images, contact with patient’s father, 

faxing pathology reports, and more. Sept., p. 6.

Q&A: Workers’ compensation, minors’ privacy, and 

more. April, p. 6.

Test your staff members: Do you know your HIPAA? 

May, p. 12.

Security 

Address data encryption in 2009. Feb., p. 9. n

Editor’s note: Visit www.hcpro.com/archive-newsletter-

department-health-information-management for a full 

2009 list.
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