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Alarms

Q&A: Evacuation during a fire alarm. June, p. 10.

Q&A: Fire alarm transmission times. Dec., p. 11.

Q&A: Use of elevators during fire alarms. Aug., p. 10.

Quick tip: Overnight drills raise questions about alarms. 

July, p. 12.

Alcohol-based hand gel

Q&A: Gel dispensers in business occupancies.  

Jan., p. 9.

Quick tip: Read The Joint Commission’s gel dispenser 

summary. March, p. 12.

Bassinet fires

Bassinet warmer involved in fire recalled by company. 

Sept., p. 8.

ECRI encourages removal of certain bassinet warmers. 

April, p. 9.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

Fire marshal painstakingly details maintenance lapses. 

Dec., p. 4.

Sampling of Medicare fire safety citations in hospitals. 

July, p. 4.

Snapshot of Medicare fire safety citations in hospitals. 

Jan., p. 4.

Corridors

Corridor clutter is among common tour snags. Aug., p. 9.

Don’t put patients in egress halls when ED overcrowds. 

July, p. 1.

Learn the official rules for wheeled items in corridors. 

March, p. 6.

Q&A: Corridor width in office areas. April, p. 11.

Q&A: Linen carts used in corridors. Jan., p. 9.

Q&A: Minimum aisle widths in suites. Jan., p. 8.

Q&A: Smoke detectors in hospital corridors. July, p. 10.

Quick tip: Where to find corridor projection provisions. 

Aug., p. 12.

Sample form: Corridor door compliance checklist.  

Jan., p. 6.

Dampers

ASHE: CMS is in limbo with six-year damper tests.  

Oct., p. 8.

Inaccessible dampers bring with them long-term ILSMs. 

June, p. 1.

Q&A: Fire dampers on air handlers. March, p. 10.

Q&A: Removing fire and smoke dampers. Nov., p. 11.

Documentation

Expect in-depth scrutiny of your recordkeeping. Oct., p. 9.

Joint Commission life safety document review. April, p. 4.

Joint Commission uses D icons for documentation, at 

times. Oct., p. 6.

LSC is light on documentation, but don’t be lax. Sept., p. 6.

Doors

Q&A: Hold-open devices on laboratory doors.  

Nov., p. 10.

Q&A: Locked doors for soiled utility rooms. July, p. 11.

Q&A: Magnetic latches in suites. May, p. 10.

Q&A: Magnets in place of latches. Jan., p. 8.

Q&A: Maximum door closing time. Sept., p. 11.

Q&A: Smoke detectors used for door release. Sept., p. 11.

Q&A: Testing of delayed egress locks. June, p. 10.

Exits/means of egress

Exit passageways help with discharge provisions. Jan., p. 7.

Q&A: Mechanical rooms and exit enclosures. May, p. 10.

Q&A: Penetrations in equipment room stairwell. Feb., p. 10.

Q&A: Stairwell discharge without sprinklers. Feb., p. 10.

Q&A: Time clock in an exit stairwell. Sept., p. 10.

Quick tip: Follow specific dimensions for “No Exit” signs. 

Sept., p. 12.

Fire watches

CMS sticks with traditional fire watch stance. Sept., p. 5. 
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Continue to monitor a new fire watch policy. Oct., p. 3.

You don’t need fire watches for planned disruptions. 

Aug., p. 1.

Hazardous areas

Q&A: Doors to gift shops. Aug., p. 11.

Q&A: Hazardous areas in business occupancies. June, p. 11.

Work with authorities to determine hazardous areas. 

March, p. 1.

Interim life safety measures (ILSM)

Comparing the 2009 ILSMs against previous versions. 

April, p. 6.

Don’t neglect to use ILSMs for common deficiencies. 

Dec., p. 8.

Mills: Look at ILSMs broadly to avoid citations. Oct., p. 3.

Q&A: Interim life safety measures implementation. 

May, p. 11.

Sample ILSM assessment. Dec., p. 9.

Interior finish

Interior finish requirements depend first on the location 

of the materials, then on their ratings. Feb., p. 8.

NFPA issues new amendment to 2000 LSC. May, p. 9.

Proposed interior finish amendment hinges on subtlety. 

Feb., p. 7.

Q&A: Carpet used as cove base. April, p. 10.

The Joint Commission

Documentation and doors remain survey trouble spots. 

April, p. 1.

Don’t put portable space heaters at nurses’ station.  

Oct., p. 1. 

Door gaps and wire tied to sprinkler brace grab notice. 

May, p. 1.

The early points of a Joint Commission building tour. 

July, p. 9.

Flagging deficiencies fixed during surveys. Dec., p. 7.

Former EC.5.20 leads all citations in hospitals. May, p. 9.

The Joint Commission issues new caution about penetra-

tions. Sept., p. 1.

July 1 life safety scoring changes you must know about. 

Aug., p. 5.

Learn how LS.01.01.01 ties into SOC provisions. May, p. 7.

Life safety deficiencies top 2008 citation list. Sept., p. 2.

Life safety specialist scheduling remains in flux. April, p. 5.

New EP under LS.01.01.01 isn’t too tough to take. 

March, p. 9.

New EP under LS.01.01.01 to be scored July 1. June, p. 7.

New Joint Commission FAQs. March, p. 8.

Older building ripe for life safety scrutiny. Sept., p. 7.

PFIs, ILSMs take center stage in 2009 life safety scoring. 

Feb., p. 5.

Q&A: Building maintenance program. April, p. 10.

Some facilities will get life safety specialists for three 

days. July, p. 7.

The time is here—new life safety standards take effect. 

Jan., p. 1.

Treat a PFI as your pact with The Joint Commission. 

April, p. 8.

An update on late-arriving life safety specialists. Jan., p. 3.

Your SOC submissions act as living documents. Sept., p. 9.

Sprinkler systems

Joint Commission test appears to conflict with NFPA 25. 

July, p. 6.

Q&A: Standpipe waterflow test. Dec., p. 10.

Q&A: Wires strapped to sprinkler pipe. Aug., p. 10.

Quick tip: Confirm your plans should sprinkler pipes 

freeze. Feb., p. 12.

Quick tip: OSHA letter embraces 18-inch sprinkler rule. 

April, p. 12.

Quick tip: Take steps now to avoid frozen sprinkler pipes. 

Nov., p. 12.

Sample main drain test checklist for NFPA 25. July, p. 8.

Sample visual inspection checklist for sprinkler systems. 

May, p. 3. 

Surgical fires

Patient death reinforces need for surgical fire safeguards. 

Nov., p. 6. 

> continued on p. 12
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Surgical fire prevention again slips into the spotlight. 

Dec., p. 6.

Various tips and topics

DNV wants to shake up the image of life safety surveys. 

Feb., p. 1. 

Defibrillator sparking: Poor skin contact present risks. 

Aug., p. 7.

Fire department: Careless smoking causes hospital blaze. 

May, p. 4.

Fire drills require proper timing and follow-up. Nov., p. 8.

Fire/smoke barrier penetration permit. Sept., p. 3.

NFPA: Cooking fires remain the top threat in hospitals. 

May, p. 5.

NFPA: Nursing home fires kill an average of 16 annually. 

June, p. 8.

Physician offices should seek business occupancy status. 

June, p. 4.

Q&A: Approval to remove nonrequired systems.  

Nov., p. 10.

Q&A: Different editions of the LSC. Oct., p. 11.

Q&A: Explaining equivalencies versus FSES. March, p. 11.

Q&A: No smoking sign provisions for patient rooms. 

Dec., p. 11.

Q&A: Nursing home storage facility. Oct., p. 11.

Q&A: Occupancies with hyperbaric chambers. Feb., p. 11.

Q&A: Removal of occupant-use fire hoses in facilities. 

Sept., p. 10.

Q&A: Signs over fire extinguishers. March, p. 10.

Q&A: Sterile scalpel storage. Dec., p. 10.

Q&A: Video equipment storage. July, p. 10.

Q&A: Wood-framed walls in a hospital. Oct., p. 10.

Quick tip: Aggressively monitor testing by your vendors. 

May, p. 12.

Quick tip: Be wary of the NFPA’s online code search 

changes. Oct., p. 12.

Quick tip: Free resource for wall work involving gypsum. 

Dec., p. 12.

Quick tip: Put lab fire blankets on an inspection sched-

ule. June, p. 12.

Relating better to caregivers will open up their eyes. 

Nov., p. 1.

Sample checklist for conducting fire safety rounds in 

units. March, p. 5.

Sample checklist: Spot-check your facility’s holiday deco-

rations. Oct., p. 5.

Sample fire drill evaluation form. Nov., p. 9.

Should E stand for ‘evaluate’ as part of RACE? Nov. p. 4.

Use these nine pointers to avoid life safety pitfalls.  

Dec., p. 1.

Watch for an overabundance of ornaments, artwork. 

Oct., p. 4. n
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