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ASCRI 2007 index
Coding tips

Advice to help clarify a variety of coding nuances.  

Sept., p. 7.

Avoid the four most common and costly coding  

mistakes. May, p. 7.

Coders should sharpen focus on accuracy and education. 

Feb., p. 7.

Coding changes require more documentation from docs. 

Feb., p. 3.

Colonoscopy coinsurance update. Feb., p. 8.

Don’t shirk your knowledge of shoulder anatomy.  

Dec., p. 7.

Ensure appropriate use of four commonly used modifiers 

that affect reimbursement. June, p. 7.

Give coders training and resources when adding new 

specialties. May, p. 1.

Learn how to correctly define and code IOLs. Aug., p. 7.

Seven tips to improve your coding accuracy and efficiency. 

July, p. 8.

Stay updated on 2008 code changes. Sept., p. 3.

Stay up to date with 2007 CMS-1500 claim form changes. 

March, p. 7.

Study coding guidelines to ensure implant payments. 

Dec., p. 4.

UB-92 facility claim form sees major changes for 2007. 

April, p. 7.

Compliance

Achieve compliance with these four billing basics.  

Nov., p. 7.

Avoid myriad of compliance concerns when billing.  

Oct., p. 8.

Consider two business models to recover imaging revenue. 

Feb., p. 1.

Enhance policies and procedures to satisfy revised CfCs. 

Nov., p. 1.

Know the hurdles involved in a specialty hospital  

conversion. March, p. 6.

Steer clear of these five compliance pitfalls. Aug., p. 1.

Contracts

Factor new APC payment system into contract  

negotiations. Aug., p. 4.

Take a closer look at new talking points in payer con-

tracts. Feb., p. 5.

Getting paid

Analyze final rule payment changes by specialty.  

Nov., p. 4.

Four tips to ensure payment for workers’ comp cases. 

May, p. 6.

Implants 101: Tips to ensure accurate reimbursement. 

March, p. 4.

Improve A/R to mitigate reimbursement slowdown in 

2008. April, p. 5.

Recoup implant costs with persistence, strategy. July, p. 3.

Reduce wasted dollars with accurate case-cost analysis. 

May, p. 5.

Twenty tips to help improve efficiency, save money. 

Sept., p. 4.
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Model forms and E-tools
Sample breast biopsy procedure report. May, p. 4.

Sample checklist for auditing business office functions. 

July, p. 7.

Sample physician’s order sheet. Dec., p. 7.

Office management
Audit business functions, evaluate staffing needs to  

prepare for the new APC system. July, p. 4.

Commit to these top 27 ASC resolutions in 2007. Jan., p. 7.

Enhance the workplace to maximize overall efficiency. 

April, p. 3.

Explore development firms’ range of services (part 2). 

July, p. 1.

Final rule repercussions from a clearinghouse and IT  

perspective. Oct., p. 1.

Five steps to recruit a new specialist and ensure a good 

match. March, p. 1.

Foster effective communication to maximize success. 

June, p. 3.

Fourteen tips to boost efficiency in staffing, supplies, and 

scheduling. April, p. 1.

Modify postop forms to improve physician documentation 

(part 1). Dec., p. 6.

New equipment could pose new legal liabilities. April, p. 4.

Pursue business arrangements with a bit of skepticism. 

Feb., p. 4.

Tips to ease the transition for billing personnel: Prepare 

now for grouper additions. June, p. 1.

Weigh the pros and cons of using a development firm 

(part 1). June, p. 6.

Physician investors
Avoid these two common misperceptions about the sale 

of interests. Oct., p. 6.

Know dos and don’ts when selling ownership interests: 

Consider recent OIG advisory opinion regarding  

proposed sale of interests to hospital. Oct., p. 3.

Revisions to Stark Law further restrict physician owner-

ship arrangements. Dec., p. 1.

Washington pipeline
Additions to 2007 ASC list benefits plastics, ENT docs. 

Jan., p. 3.

Associations object to inconsistencies in proposed rule. 

Jan., p. 5.

CMS addresses ASC concerns in Q&A. Oct., p. 7.

Final rule triggers debate about benefit of quantity of 

added procedures. Sept., p. 1.

Join lobbying efforts to battle ongoing legislative proposals: 

Educate the public about the quality care that surgery 

centers provide. Aug., p. 5.

OPPS final rule contains a few noteworthy surprises for 

ASCs. Jan., p. 1. n
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