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MRRR 2009 index
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

HIPAA takes priority. May, p. 1.

Breast MRI

More comprehensive breast centers, MRI, digital mam-

mography on the rise. May, p. 5.

Review questions the value of MRI in early-stage breast 

cancer. Oct., p. 5.

Study: Stagger annual mammography and MRI screen-

ings for high-risk women. Feb., p. 7.

Which high-risk women should have an annual MRI? 

Feb., p. 8.

Case studies and new research

CDC study: Mammography use drops in many states. 

April, p. 1.

Compliance in action. June, p. 3.

Does mammography save lives? June, p. 8.

Four tips for improved screening. May, p. 8.

Going digital may boost your cancer detection rate. 

Sept., p. 9.

High breast density persists in older women. June, p. 11.

Increase screening compliance through education. May, p. 7.

Is mammography the lifesaver most women believe it  

to be? June, p. 6.

JACR study: RIS improves mammography productivity 

substantially. Dec., p. 1. 

Long crusade of breast cancer survivor pays dividends. 

Aug., p. 6.

Providing genetic testing and counseling for those who 

might not have access. July, p. 1.

Shortages loom in breast imaging personnel. April, p. 5.

Women undergoing mammography. April, p. 3.

Working with your insurers to improve care. Aug., p. 11.

Coding and billing/reimbursement

Answers to your coding questions. Nov., p. 12.

Mammography is starting to make dollars and cents. 

June, p. 9.

Manage denials to weather economic storm.  

March, p. 10.

Signatures not required, but are good practice.  

April, p. 11.

This year brings much of the same for coding and 

billing. March, p. 9.

Tips and tricks. Sept., p. 5.

Digital mammography

Be aware of software updates, but don’t install too 

quickly. Feb., p. 5.

Better image contrast improves digital cancer detection 

in dense breasts. Sept., p. 6.

Cancer visibility. Sept., p. 7.

Comparisons by groups. March, p. 7.

Focus on training during digital contract negotiations. 

Feb., p. 9. 

How to avoid some top mistakes with digital mammog-

raphy. June, p. 12.

Screen vs. digital interpretation times. March, p. 8.

Study: Interpreting digital exams takes more time. 

March, p. 7.

Industry trends and information

More RTs than jobs in the current market, July, p. 11.

Legal issues

How to say ‘I’m sorry.’ Nov., p. 3.

Radiologist estimates on malpractice risk. April, p. 10.

Radiologists’ mammography malpractice risk less than 

most physicians actually expect. April, p. 9.

Radiologists reluctant to tell patients when they make 

errors. Nov., p. 1.

MQSA, ACR, and regulatory updates

About the mammography study. March, p. 3.

FDA adverse event and action report highlights fraud, 

quality control problems. Nov., p. 10.
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The FDA advisory at a glance. March, p. 3.

Lessons to take from the Adverse Event Action Report. 

Nov., p. 11.

Lidocaine gel poses serious risks, FDA states. March, p. 1.

Looking ahead to 2010: Joint Commission compliance. 

Dec., p. 12.

Protect your PHI or face new penalties. Oct., p. 10.

Regulators take action: Tips to avoid an MQSA citation. 

May, p. 10.

Stay out of hot water with the FDA. Sept., p. 11.

UNC database breach offers lessons for your organiza-

tion. Nov., p. 8.

Update: UNC breach makes organizations wary.  

Dec., p. 9.

Practice tips and patient education

17 ways to save the environment (and money). Aug., p. 1.

The angry patient: Avoid surefire ways to make your 

patients mad. Jan., p. 1.

Boost negotiating power with simple tips. Oct., p. 1. 

Catch the eye of your radiologists by using charts instead 

of text-filled tables to deliver audit data. Aug., p. 8.

A comparison of figures. Aug., p. 10.

Creating a solid genetic testing and counseling program 

requires training. July, p. 3.

Flu season is here; are you prepared for a sick staff? 

Dec., p. 11.

Get them talking. Jan., p. 4.

Getting a grant: Tips and tricks for success. Jan., p. 6.

Giving technologists an incentive to meet digital goals. 

July, p. 9.

Hints for going green. Aug., p. 3.

How green is your organization? Aug., p. 4.

Jump-start your annual to-do list. Feb., p. 11.

Know your personality ‘type.’ Oct., p. 4.

Negotiating an equipment contract. Nov., p. 7.

Resolve to focus on quality in 2009. Jan., p. 9.

What you need to know about organizations using 

grants. Jan., p. 8.

Quality control and improving  

interpretation quality

ACR releases self-assessment and education tool.  

April, p. 7.

Digital vs. analog QC. Feb., p. 3.

Got digital artifacts? New study can help you eliminate 

them. Feb., p. 1.

National Mammography Database provides benchmarks. 

July, p. 8.

Sample digital artifacts. Feb., p. 4.

Sample questions from ACR’s Mammography Case Re-

view. April, p. 8.

Red Flags Rule

Check your Red Flags Rule compliance. June, p. 1.

Quick tips: Registration staff members are on the front 

lines against identity theft. June, p. 4.

The Red Flags Rule at a glance. June, p. 2.

Red Flags Rule delayed until November 1. Sept., p. 1. 

Red Flags Rule resources. June, p. 4.

Sample forms and policies

Sample ABN form. March, p. 12.

Sample form to help ensure physician signatures are 

obtained. April, p. 12.

Sample Red Flags Rule worksheet. June, p. 5.

Technology updates

Automated whole breast ultrasound boosts cancer detec-

tion in dense breast tissue. Nov., p. 5.

Comparison of FFDM and DBT. Oct., p. 8.

Digital breast tomosynthesis has the potential to reduce 

recalls. Oct., p. 7.

PEM: Is it right for your practice? March, p. 4.

PEM: Sample images. March, p. 6.

Study shows 3T MRI beats mammography and sonogra-

phy in detecting cancers. July, p. 5.

More information on MRRR—www.hcpro.com. n
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